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Patterns of organization 

Chapter 5 – shaping paragraphs 

 Read pages 51  54 

 How many organization types are included 

 What does each mean 

 Activity/handouts

This morning was crazy. My alarm clock was set for PM 

instead of AM, so I woke up really late. I just threw on some 

clothes and ran out the door. I rode my bike as fast as I 

could and thought that I was going to be late for sure, but 

when I got there everyone was outside and there were fire 

trucks all lined up in front of school. I guess somebody pulled 

the fire alarm before class started. It worked out though, 

because nobody really noticed or minded that I was tardy.

Apples and oranges are both fruits, which 

means that they have seeds inside of them. 

Each has a skin, but orange skins are thick and 

easy to peel. Apple skins are thinner and do 

not peel easily. Oranges also contain more 

acid than apples, but both fruits are delicious.
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The company has a clearly laid out hierarchy. 

All major decisions go through the president, 

who controls the entire operation, but most daily 

decisions go to the board. Beneath the board 

members are the regional managers, who 

oversee the branch managers, who run each 

local branch.

What's that in the sky? Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it's a firework! 

Fireworks capture the attention of crowds around the world, but 

how do they work? First, the firework is stuffed into a tube loaded 

with gunpowder. This is the mortar. Second, a fuse that leads to the 

mortar is lit. When the fuse ignites the gunpowder in the mortar, an 

explosion launches the firework into the air. A fuse on the firework is 

lit at the same time as the mortar fuse, but this fuse burns slower, 

allowing the firework to get into the air before it explodes. After it 

has risen to its peak, the firework should explode, causing tiny 

pieces of metal to burn in different colors as they scatter outward. 

Oooooh!

Volcanoes are a feared and destructive force for good reason.  A 

volcano is like a pressure valve for the inner earth, but they can also 

be very beautiful.  One part of the volcano that people rarely see is 

the magma chamber. The magma chamber is way beneath the 

Earth’s bed rock.  It is tremendously hot. Running from the magma 

chamber to the crater of the volcano is the conduit. The conduit 

connects the magma chamber to the outer world.  At the top of the 

volcano is the crater. This is where the magma exits. Volcanoes are a 

beautiful yet dangerous natural phenomenon.


